J. Basic. Appl. Sci. Res., 3(1)124-127, 2013 ISSN 2090-4304

© 2013, TextRoad Publication Journal of Basic and Applied
Scientific Research

www.textroad.com

Morphology of Gilaki words in Kouchesfahan, Iran

Hossein Omidi Rad', NaderehNafisi?, DilraboTashpulatova®, ArdeshirSasan’

134Tajik Pedagogical University
?|slamic Azad University, Abhar Branch, Abhar, Iran

ABSTRACT

This paper aims at gaining familiarity with the structures of words of Gilaki dialect in Kouchesfahan (one of the
cities near to Rasht, Iran) using descriptive method and case study approach. In order to gather the data field and
library research methods are used. The researcher incorporated instruments such as questionnaire, interview and
note taking. The population of the study consisted 500 illiterate or partially literate people among whom 20 were
randomly selected as the sample of the study. The data of this study includes 368 Gilaki words of Kouchesfahan.
These words are classified according to major and minor word-formation processes and the results showed 116
words were originated by combination, 63 by derivation, 72 by combination and derivation, and 32 by reduplication.
Moreover, 84 words are simple and just one word was borrowed. It can be concluded that the most frequent process
is combination and the less frequent processes are reduplication and borrowing.
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INTRODUCTION

Linguistics, as the name reflects, is the scientific study of language. This science however, also focuses on the
study of mother tongue. But it primarily considers language as it is generally concerned; that is, on one hand all
languages and on the other hand the characteristics of human beings as they are distinct from other creatures. Some
scholars have considered human as talking animal (Najafi, 2005: 9).

A systematic study of all forms of a language is dialectology which was flourished at the end of nineteenth century.
It was a comprehensive study using questionnaires and recorded interviews and differentiated words according to
the regions under study. A collection of these differentiated words are illustrated on a map and published in a
dialectology atlas. If a number of different distinct words are found to be related to the certain area, it can be said
that there exists a distinct dialect (Rahimi, 2006: 32).

Gilaki is one of the dialects of western group of languages of Iran. It is widespread in Gilan and is still used as the
mother tongue of the people living in Gilan( Khanlari, 1973, 41).

Statement of the problem:
With the advancement and expansion of knowledge on one hand and the increasing influence of media on the other
hand as well as the immigration of villagers to small towns and megacities, Farsi has dominated other local dialects.
Facing this situation, local dialects may continue in of the following ways:

1- Local dialects continue their lives since they are not affected by Farsi due to their geographical distance

from Farsi speaking centers;
2- Coexistence of local dialects and Farsi, especially in terms of individual words and originating a dialect of
Farsi consisting some characteristics of the local dialect;

3- Extinction of the local dialect and the substitution of Farsi.
Considering the above-mentioned facts, change and extinction of dialects are inevitable. For this reason,
documenting some aspects of dialects and understanding their word-formation processes are necessary. By word-
formation processes we mean what mechanisms are used actively and repeatedly to produce new words in a
language. These processes are classified in two major and minor categories (Afrashi, 2008: 84). Major processes
include derivation and combination (however, these two processes can be applied together in order to produce new
words). Through derivation affixes are added to the roots and the derived word is produced. Through combination
the words with independent meanings are added together to originate a new word. If a word is produced through the
application of both, the process is named derivation-combination process. (Afrashi, 2009: 88)
Besides the major processes, there are minor processes including borrowing, blending, conversion and back
formation. Every language extends its vocabulary by borrowing some words from other languages. In addition there
are a number of simple words which have only one morpheme and have remained from the old days (Shagaqi, 2008:
33). Since in this article, the borrowing and reduplication words have been only found other processes are not
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discussed. This paper focuses on the Gilaki words of Kouchesfahani dialect only. Kouchesfahan is a town near to
Rasht, the capital of Gilan province in northern Iran and south of the Caspian Sea. Gilaki is common north-western
dialect of Iran which is dominantly used in Gilan.

METHODOLOGY

The main purpose of this paper is to become familiar with

1- the word-formation processes of Gilaki dialect in Kouchesfahan.

2- The most and the least frequent word — formation processes of Gilaki dialect in Kouchesfahan

3- Theroles of simple words in this dialect.
Based on the abovementioned questions the paper attempts to answer the following questions:

1-  Which major or minor word formation processes are used in Kouchesfahan dialect?

2-  Which processes are the least frequent?

3-  What are the roles of simple words in Kouchesfahani dialect?
According to the last census, the population of the city (Kouchesfahan) is 8402, among which 4165 are male and
4237 are female. 500 of them are illiterate or partially literate who can speak in Gilaki. Among these 20 were
randomly selected to participate in this study. The sample was born in Kouchesfahan and has not lived in any other
places for a long time. Ten of them (5 men and 5 women )were in their thirties and the other ten of them were above
40 years old. They were all in acceptable physical and mental conditions. The data were gathered in 2010 and were
analyzed inferentially . The morphemes were separated with (.) sign.

1-  Which major or minor word formation processes are used in Kouchesfahan dialect?
The analysis shows that among 368 words gathered in this study, 116 words are produced through combination; that
is combination process with 31.52% of the total processes is the most frequent word-formation process in
KouchesfahanGilaki. It is shown in table 1. Further analysis shows that 63 of the total processes is dedicated to
derivation. It is shown in table 2. Moreover, as it is shown in table 3, 72 words are formed through derivation-
combination processes. The only borrowed word is /pamudur/ which is borrowed from Russian.

Table no. 1: Combination words

ab.cak ajar.pays ab.¢in ajan aga .jan ab.laku
arbo.xuj baba.quri bazar.sor bagla.gatuq bagla.vavij bokofto.palovan
dos.ab ¢a.lob ¢acul.baz pa.gir pa.kar pala.pag
pile.posor tare.uéin taxto.sor turang.xus jajiga Jir.sor
dag.tusk dorya.konar zano.xa.zon Xano.zama xarto.port xun.dimir
Xuj.dar XUram.pasar dago.tusk dar.viji dos.amu;j dos.mojan
dogord.vagord dil.vasa dil.go$ do.xan ra.sor ru.bar
rubar.lat ruxan.kol ru.dar zar.zen Zon.mar satur.taxto
sa.kuto Saman.sor sobzi.kuku sar.dobad sar.futurk sal.kol
sog.lab siya.kuli sifid.mayi sino.ab siya.tave sob.dom
surx.kuli surx.putal §4.bar sal.dad §an.kus Saxus.dar
saxus.kalo §axus.valk Sorap.Surup Sokom.pos Solom.golom Sis.andaz
Sirin.qorme gab.baz gab.dan geylo.nahar quran.xane kar.va.kun
kés.kulu kal.geb kollo.pica kollo.xuk kudi.kar kura.ququ
kulu§.musto ki.xal gab.éum gab.mast gaz.malo gali.pu$
gomoj.dans gondom.vas gur.xans gil.mord lab.tan lals.pita
loxt.u.soxt logod.domog mandos.¢inad mord.mar mord.par mu.sor
nak.tal nuqul.dan nim.dans nim.ka vaj.amon va.xan
vorza.dus varza.kulo valvoloa.gus vi.dar ham.zama yatim.kolo
Table no. 2: Derivation words
aquz.a ba.var ba.kéar ba.jar ba.javast.a ba.jir
bi.nis bi.xeir bu.do cal.o.ka cu.to cusm.o
dorz.o pas.an.en prk.o8 tab.an.en jolish.an.en jingir.o
jiviz.o xusk.o dal.o daqul.o dopolkast.o dom.o
do.koSon duculkost.o dim.o rodt.o ruf.o Zorx.o
zoval.o suj.an.en sulax.o sant.o fa¢omost.on faomost.o
fakolast.o fursuft.o fisgal.o kal.o ko.Se:n long.o
mar.o mafing.i manast.en manast.en.i murg.ans must.o
must.o na.jur na.xus.i na.ros nobat.i na.pac
ni.sa va.bij.an.en va.torkost.o va.xab vasin.o va.koft.on
va.gord va.vidt.o var.ja yar.o
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Table no. 3: Combination- derivation words

ab.xor.i apar.baz.i ates.par.a aftab.dim.a asSkel.a.bejar
bo.jar.sor bo.jar.kar bos.jar.morz bi.¢ong.o.must ¢ar.¢um.i
paS.a.8u tobor.dum.o tum.bo.jar turs.o.tareh tosk.o.dill
juxus.baz.i xusk.o.¢u xusk.o.xal xusk.o.jiga xuda.nu.kud.o
daz.s.dum.o daz.o.tuk dok.a.dondo dil.o.dord ris.corm.o
zokon.o.ab sas.domord.o Sor.a.jir sor.ash.i sor.a.jor
sor.bi.jir sor.¢in.a surx.s.éum sir.a.bij sir.o.golys
Solom.turs.i Sondor.a.pandar.o feSkol.o.db fak.o.famil gab.baz.i
kord.o.xal.o kord.o.xal.o kola¢.molag.i kur.o.pica kun.a.muj.an
gab.dokoft.o.bazaar gaz.o.pust.o gordoan.pss.o lar.o.turb lafond.baz.i
lanti.xum.o 1al.o.dano mord.s.gud murg.jang.e mirza.qasm.i
nan.o.baranj.i nu.kud.s.kar va.ba.don va.bin.o valong.o.vaz
baloko.gus.o tuman.ba.konds rugon.xur.o sim.par.ok gab.bond.i
pa.sar.i daro.kun.o sor.d.kun.a geys.baz.i lot.0.s0r
naz.bos.dast.o varf.gud.o

2-  Which processes are the least frequent?
According to the gathered data, 32 words are originated through reduplication and one word is originated by
borrowing process( pamudur) ; that is these processes are the least frequent processes of word formation in
Kouchesfahan Gilaki. It is shown in table 4.
Table no, 4: reduplication words

pata. pata parts. parta ti.ti jiliz.viliz ¢u.tu XUS.XUS
Xor.a. Xar.o xurd.s. xurd.o xure.xure rok.o. rok.o rad.ba.ra¢ dal.ba.dal
dexar.dexar dos.dos.i zir.zir.o.ka $0g.500 fako8.fukos for.a.for
koallo.ba. kollo kut.kuti gord.va.gord gurr.a.gur 0ij.gij.i lacar. Lacar
lab.a.lob moas.mas mon.am. mon.om mil.i.mil muft.muft.i vasin.vasin
var.a. var.a har.har

3-  What are the roles of simple words in Kouchesfahani dialect?
The analysis of the data shows that 84 words are simple as they are shown in table 5.

Table no, 5: simple words

Au Alug ajur Ajar abrusum abji Asan
Ato Ax arado ashal béaloko béaloka Baj
barzox balk polik Pord per putal Pusal
tasiyan Tur Tutu tobajah turang jinjal Jakuh
jukul Xaxur xekare Xilik Xutoka Xuram Dar
cacul Céroq cot cara ¢omca Cuxal Curuk
Cul Cical dadul Darabi daro dodar rabiskon
ruxan rozok roz Z&ma Zorx zibil zimbolazimbo
sal Subul Saportolax Sapolax sapo saltaq Saloki
Sukul fakolas fuxos Qatoq garmaq geys Kapis
korkor Kaleh kunduj Kiska gab gajams Gace
Gaz Gali loca Lucan lasu mAacei Vorza
Conclusion

Among the 368 words from KouchesfahanGilaki dialect, 116 words are formed through combination. That is
to say, combination is the most frequent word-formation process in this dialect (31.52%). 63 words are produced
through derivation and 72 words are produced out of derivation - combination process. Based on these findings it is
suggested that similar studies be done in other dialects of Gilan and the results be compared with those of this study.
Among the 368 words under study 32 words are produced by reduplication and only one word is originated by
borrowing process. That is borrowing and repetition are the less frequent word formation processes in
KouchesfahanGilaki. It is suggested that word formation processes of other Iranian dialects be compared with those
of Gilaki.

84 words of the 368 gathered words are found to be simple. It is suggested that considering the variety of Gilaki
dialects, the simple words of other dialects be studied and compared with kouchesfahan dialect.
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