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ABSTRACT 
 
The seven islands, Abu Musa, Tunb-e- Bozorg, Tunb - e- Koochak, Hengam, Qeshm, Larak and Hormuz as “a 
hypothetical arch, form a chain-like strategic line of Iran”. From the early 18th century some European 
countries, tried to dominate on Strait of Hormuz, and southern rim of the Persian Gulf. Great Britain imposed its 
guardianship system, by taking appropriate policy and exercising military power. In January 1968, Britain 
announced its decision to withdraw from Persian Gulf in 1971 and constituting a federation consist of Bahrain, 
Qatar and Trucial Emirates. Iran knowing itself the owner of Bahrain, could get back the Tunbs and Abu Musa 
islands , in return for recognizing independence of Bahrain and constituting of United Arab Emirates. Iraq, 
Libya, South Yemen and the UAE complained against Iran to the UNSC. By recommendation of an Arab 
country, the SC terminated the subject, so Iran’s sovereignty is taking proceeding so long, and its ownership is 
certain.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 
In 2005, the National Geographic Society and in 2012, the Google site, published fictitious names for 

Persian Gulf and some Iranian islands. It seems that a hidden foreign power applies a mysterious effort 
reminding the old policy “Divide and Rule” between Iran and UAE. Imperialism's schemes began after the 
Islamic Revolution. The military attack of Saddam which lasted for eight years, religious conflicts, ethnic 
encouragements, broad sanctions, psychological and cybernetic wars and military threat are of the same kinds. 

From the early 18th century, Britain had dominated over Strait of Hormuz, islands and southern territories 
of the Persian Gulf and imposed its protective system on local rulers. It had authority over Tunb-e- Bozorg and 
Abu Musa from 1903 and over Tunb-e-koochak from 1908 to 1971. 

The importance of the region can be counted as follows: 
Persian Gulf region has 59.1 percent of the proved oil reserves and 40.8 percent of world gas reserves. It is 

unique in the world from this point of view and the industrial world depends on its oil. Strategic defensive-chain 
islands can be described by inspiration from Mackinder Theory as follows: 

 Any authority who can gain access to these strategic defensive-chain islands can get Hormuz 
Strait and the Persian Gulf at the same time. 

 Any authority who can get the Persian Gulf, can gain access to abundant energy sources. 
 Any authority who can gain access to abundant energy sources, will dominate on world's 

economy. (Dowlatyar 1993, 101) 
Hormuz Strait that is about 100 nautical miles connects the Persian Gulf to the Indian Ocean. Its narrowest 

width is 21 nautical miles, located between the Iranian island “Larak” and the Omani island “ Larger Qaiwain”. 
It is one of the main shipping routes in the world. Ships and vessels sail along Hormuz Strait through two north 
and south lines, each of which is a nautical mile wide .The north line is specially adapted for empty oilers, cargo 
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ships and warships that are entering the Persian Gulf through the Hormuz Strait , from the south of Iranian 
islands( Hormuz, Larak, Qeshm, Hengam and Foroor) .The south line is specially adapted for the departure of 
the ships from the north of Iranian islands(Abu Musa ,Tunb and Siri) through Hormuz Strait for the Indian 
Ocean. A distance of one nautical mile is specially adapted for the safe zone on the maps of 
navigation.(Mojtahedza,6.10.1992, Ettela'at)The legal consequences of this phenomenon is that, since the 
described region is under the possession and sovereignty of Iran, its seabed resources, surface and space are all 
falling under the legal and  security system of Iran. The security consequences of this approach are that Iran has 
been able to guarantee the security of shipping since 1971.It is evident that not only Ra`s-al-Khaymah-the 
nearest to the Strait of Hormuz- but also the UAE will not be able to guarantee the security of the Strait of 
Hormuz against foreigner attacks because of their thin population, weak technology and limited military power. 

The question of this research is that weather the ownership of the Tunb islands and Abu Musa belongs to 
Iran or the UAE. The hypothesis of the research is that regarding the historical, legal and political documents 
and precedents, Iran's sovereignty on these islands corresponds to reality. 

In this research we have a glance at the historic events of Iran's sovereignty over the region, and then, the 
islands will be briefly examined from the historical, legal, political and security points of view.  

 
The Relationship between Ownership and Sovereignty 

Under section 1 of the protocol of countries' rights and duties, the 7th international American countries in 
Montevideo 26 Dec. 1933, the conditions of forming a state: population, realm, government and having the 
possibilities and conditions of establishing political, economic, social, military relations with the other 
countries. (Tabarsa, 2011, 36)Under the acceptance of UK's protective relationship by the Sheikh of Ra's-al-
Khaymah in 1847 and the Sheikh of Sharjah in 1866, these Sheikhdoms were not countries and neither were the 
other members of UAE before and after 1971. They were not independent from the Britain authority at the time 
of colonization. Since these Sheikhdoms are members of a federal government of UAE, so they cannot be 
counted independent, for the reason that sovereignty is not dividable, the Sheikhs of Shargah and Ra's-al-
Khaymah had no principles of sovereignty. One of the parameters for independent sovereignty is that, the state 
should have the exclusive use of forces. Considering the circumstances available, different questions arise. 

 
The Historical Courses of Iran's Sovereignty on the Three Islands  

The Persian Gulf has been an Iranian lake and therefore under the sovereignty and ownership of Iran since 
the age of Medes, the Achaemenides, the Parthians , and the Sassanidae . Paragraph 6th of the first column of 
Bisotoun inscription indicates that Bu Musa Island was a part of Pars Satrapy. 

Yaghub-e-laith founded the first Iranian independent state in Sistan in the middle of the third century A.H. 
Then Umro Laith ruled over Fars, Bushehr, the ports, and Islands. The Daylamite ruled over Pars Sea and the 
islands (including Abu Musa) from 323 A.H. Seventeen rulers from the Al-e- Buyides  ruled over Fars and 
southern islands for about 120 years. The Seljuks  ruled over the lands and Sea of the Pars from 11to 13 century 
. 

A number of Persian Gulf Islands were occupied by Portuguese and Dutch Men for some times. 
Portuguese occupied Julfar in 1620 A.D. while Napoleon intended to attack India. Subsequently, the importance 
of Iran and the Persian Gulf Islands, in order to protect India, was revealed for Great Britain. The English first 
got control over Kuwait port which was near Euphrates Delta-14 km from Basra- in order to have natural 
supremacy against land attacks to India. 

Shah Abbas Safavi attended to the throne in 996 A.H (1587 AD). He sent out the Portuguese, being 
supported by the Eastern Indian company warships, from Hormuz, Qeshm and Gombrun (Bandar Abbas) 
towards Muscat. Britain succeeded in signing a contract with Oman in 1800 AD, and founded an agency in 
Muscat in that year, and then in Basra in 1803 AD. Therefore they got control over strategic regions in the 
Persian Gulf and predicted security measures against Napoleon and Tsars. While Safavids Dynasty was 
becoming weak, some people from Basa'eedu (south east of Qeshm dwellers) got control over a number of 
Islands, but their actions were stopped at the time of Nader Shah . In spite of the long distance and lack of road, 
Nader Shah ordered transferring lumbers and poles from Mazandaran to Bushehr for shipbuilding. (Ramazani, 
1972 , 13). 
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Latif Khan, the ruler of Dashtestan and Shulestan, was the chief commander of the coasts and ports at the 
time of Nader Shah. He freed Kish and Abu Musa from the rebels and defeated Sheikh Jaber Hawlah-the ruler 
of Bahrain- in 1149 A.H and extended the power of Naderi territory beyond Bahrain. At that time, Imam Saif, 
Oman's ruler asked for help from Nader Shah against Wahhabis. Nader Shah sent a troop of 5000 men in 1736 
AD, and a troop of 6000 soldiers in 1737 AD to Oman. These armies were supported by Dutch forces that were 
rivals of the Britons. He could subdue the head of Julfar. (Mojtahed Zadeh, 1990, 334) 

After the assassination of Nader Shah in 20th of June 1757 AD, Iran's power became weak once more. 
Karim Khan-e-Zand's policy from 1757 to 1779 AD was based on cooperation of dwellers in north and south of 
Persian Gulf. This policy gave rise to ascending Qasemi's in Julfar. The Qasemi's were from time to time Iran or 
Oman's subjects.  

They knew Bandar Abbas as the region's key control. Karim Khan conquered Qasemi's and sent military 
forces to Basra. Qasemi's state was defeated by Mohammad Agha who was appointed by Karim Khan's brother 
as the ruler of Basra in 1306 AH (1779 AD) (Purtaleb, 2011, 6). After Karim Khan's death in 1779, Basra was 
occupied by the Ottoman Empire.  

At the time of Fat –Ali- Shah-e- Qajar, Muscat Sultan, rented Bandar Abbas, the Musandam Tribe lands 
and Bahrain by a contract in 1811. This contract was revised at the time of Nasser-al-din Shah in 1855. The 
ruler of Muscat , entitled 'Khan' became an Iranian subject and ruled over the south  

parts of the Persian Gulf as Iran's representative. (Bulletin 82, Political and International Studies 
Bureau)At the beginning of the 19th century, Britain accused some members of Javasem Tribe of piracy and 
trafficking African workers as slaves. 

The British navy made Musandam Tribe obedient. The British government imposed the first "General 
Peace Treaty" on south tribe chiefs of the Persian Gulf. According to this treaty, the dwellers had to stop piracy, 
war and carrying on business with Iran .So, they had to transact only with the UK.  

"Pirate's Coast" changed its name into coast of "Trucial Sheikhdoms". According to "Perpetual Peace 
Treaty" the Sheikhdoms officially recognized Britain Protectorate in 1853. 

According to the "Exclusive Treaty" which consists of a set of treaties from 1892 to 1916, the Sheikhs of 
Bahrain, Abu Dhabi, Sharjah and Dubai separately accepted to be under the protectorate of Great Britain. 
British political agency was centralized in Bushehr City. According to the Exclusive Treaties the Sheikhs were 
only obligated to the British officials` permission in the region: 

1. Not to enter into any negotiations or sign a contract with any country.  
2. Not allowing any foreigners to reside in their Sheikhdoms. 
3. Not to cede, sell or mortgage their properties to any foreign individuals or corporate entity . 

Accordingly, British sovereignty based on perfect protectorate principle, decreased the influence of 
European continental countries and so did communication and business with Iran. (Tabataba'i, Hamshari 
Diplomatic, 19.10.2004) 

Based on a series of secret sessions in Britain foreign Ministry, it was held that they occupy the four 
islands of Tunb-e-Bozorg , Abu Musa , Siri and Hengam to confront Russian influence. In order not to be 
recognized as an aggressor in the public eyes, they fluttered Sharjah`s flag over Abu Musa, in June 1903, and 
the flag of Ra`s-al-Khaymah over the Tunbs in 1908. (Ranjbaryan, 2004, 8) 

Iranian government submitted protest to Britain`s officials to persist  on Iran's sovereignty in June the 14th 
1904, May the 20th 1905, May 2nd 1923, Autumn 1925, August 1928, 1925, 1928, 1949 and 1953. (Hojatzadeh, 
2011, 61) 

Eventually, Iran took back the sovereignty over Qeshm, Hengam and Larak from Britain in 1314 
(1935).At the time of Amir Assadollah -e-Alam prime ministry (July21,1962-March 9,1963) the Siri Island 
seacoasts were shut to all non-Iranian ships. In spite of the opposition of British officials and also the Sheikh of 
Sharjah ,"Iran took back Siri Island in a prompt legal action from Britain." (Mojtahedzadeh, 1990, 200) 

In 1968, Britain announced its withdrawal from the Persian Gulf in 1971 and will form a federation 
including Bahrain, Qatar and seven Sheikhdoms of "Trucial Emirates". Iran, for including Bahrain and claiming 
its ownership, Saudi Arabia, for having land problems ( on Burimi and Al Liva) with Abu Dhabi, Iraq, for 
believing in colonizing the federation and expecting some Iranian Islands, announced that they will not 
recognize the federation officially. Just Iran's opposition was considered. 
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Political-Legal Negotiations between Iran and Britain 
Britain called Sir William Luce, the last British representative in Persian Gulf and retired experienced 

diplomat for these negotiations .Iran appointed Amir Khosro Afshar Ghasemlu, The incumbent ambassador of 
Iran in London, to these negotiations. Secret negotiations between these two representatives lasted for about a 
year. To lay the background, Iran announced that:  

Iran has always supported the genuine movements which are designed to gain independence , to be 
released from colonization, especially in the United Nations, but the Emirate Federation, which includes a 
region of Iran's land, cannot be subjected to this policy. (The Foreign Ministry of Iran, annual report , 1968, 42). 

It was rumored that under the agreement of Iran and British officials , in 1966, the islands above sea 
bisecting line-Tunbs and Abu Musa- belong to Iran. Bahrain that is located below sea bisecting line should 
attain independence. Iran and Sharjah reached a mutual agreement in 29.11.1971:  Iran's army takes position in 
Abu Musa and "Iran has full authority and is allowed to flutter its flag at the same time". Sharjah safeguards its 
power over the native people and its flag will be kept over the island police station. Comparing Iran's army 
establishment in Abu Musa with the presence of Sharjah's police station in the island expresses thoroughness of 
facts. 

Taking back Tunbs and Abu Musa in 30.11.1971 between the two countries' then authorities, were 
conducted in a friendly atmosphere by Britain intermediation and there is no ambiguity in it. (Hojjatzadeh, Ibid, 
75) 

Six Emirates founded "United Arab Emirates (on 2th December, 1971) and Ra's-al-Khaymah finally joined 
the Emirate Union on 10th of February, 1972. The reason for this70 day delay was the problem of Tunb-e-
Bozorg and Tunb-e-Koochak which should have been given back to Iran. Regarding this, Alam in his memories 
on Wednesday, 10th of Ordibehesht, 1348, writes:”… Regarding British ambassador's assertion who said that 
Bahrain delay is for this reason that he believes that both sides should ask Ottant (the United Nation's General 
Secretary) to appoint research official (but) Sheikh hasn't announced his readiness to accept this yet.”  

It is strange. However, Shah told me, "tell him I won't be satisfied with Bahrain Problem till , the Tunb and 
Abu Musa's problem is solved.” 

. I said that I would obey, but I said last night, then he (the Shah) told me, "tell him once more…" (Alam, 
1992, 84 - also, Mojtahedzadeh, 1990, 500) It goes without saying there was a relationship between the 
recognition of Bahrain independence by Iran and taking over the islands. So, Iranian forces took position over 
the three islands at 6:00 am, on 30 Dec, 1971 (September, the first, 1971). The flag of Iran was hoisted over the 
three islands by firing 21 artillery fires. One day later Britain – the Sheikhdoms` Guardian -went out of the 
Persian Gulf. Therefore the United Arab Emirates was formed officially in December the 2nd, 1971. It was 
officially recognized by Iran in that day and accepted as a member of the United Nation. 
 
The UNSC : Political and Security Aspects   

After landing Iranian forces over the mentioned islands, Iraqi permanent representative in the UN wrote a 
letter to the Security Council in December the third, 1971. He described the dangerous situation of the Persian 
Gulf. Five countries, including Kuwait, Algeria, Libya, South Yemen, and new-founded Emirates joined Iraq 
and asked the Council to condemn Iran for establishing its forces and Britain for not fulfilling its obligations 
regarding Sheikhdoms.  

The Security Council held a meeting in December the 9th, 1971 to consider the case. At first Talib Shabib, 
the Iraqi representative talked and then the representatives of Kuwait, Algeria, Yemen, Libya and Emirates gave 
their speeches in the session. Then Iran's representative Amir Khosro Afshar gave his lecture:  

.…Prior to other affairs, the insertion of “Arab Gulf “ should be considered. At the moment I beg leave to 
inform you, dear representatives, of Iran's political principles in the region …Any interference by other foreign 
countries regarding the Persian Gulf affairs undoubtedly jeopardizes the peace and security of the region. Iran 
has no expansionist policy. Iran doesn't stare at any other countries` natural resources, since we have abundant 
resources. These resources will be exploited and developed promptly for our people's welfare and prosperity. 
Iran's peaceful policy and its strong faith in peaceful solutions to international struggles are undeniable, or else 
our country could never solve Bahrain's problem peacefully. …This is not a new issue to be justified; the recent 
attempts are for changing the historical facts. … For more than a century begins from 1770, while the maps 
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printed by the British government indicate that the Tunbs and Abu Musa are Iranian islands. A mistake may 
happen just once a time but, why have this mistake been lasting for 120 years?  … The territorial sovereignty of 
Abu Musa has been arranged by Sharjah's prior agreement. … Can these countries speak on behalf of Sharjah? 
The Tunb-e- Bozorg is just 17 miles away from Iran, while both islands have distance about 50 miles from 
Ra`s-al-Khaymah , on the other side of the Persian Gulf. Is it needed to be stated that these islands are 1000 
miles away from Libya? 

The representative of Somalia recommended that, differences in this issue should be settled through 
negotiations and good offices of a third party. The UNSC was come to close after this recommendation. 
(Mussavi, Keyhan, 13Apr, 1993) 

 

Conclusions  
 

1) The High Council of UAE declared that the international obligations of each and every of Sheikhs, members of 
the new federation, are considered as the UAE's obligations. The other side of this declaration implies that the 
issue related to Iran and Sharjah on Abu Musa transforms into a problem of Iran and the UAE and thereupon the 
Gulf Cooperation Council`s ( GCC) issuing successive declaration to make believe it as an international trouble, 
while according to the principle: pacta tertus nec nocent nec prosunt, no contract between two countries is 
allocated to create a right for a third party. 
2) The official map provided by Britain's war Department, published in 1886, enclosed with Sir Drummond 
Wolff's letter, who on behalf of the Queen submitted to Nasser- ad – din- Shah on 27th July 1888, shows the 
islands the same color as Iran. 
3) Eastern Indian Company's map and also maps printed in 1810, 1830, 1840, 1845, 1872, 1891 by the British 
government, furthermore the map published by the Soviet Union in 1967, and in addition to those the map of 
French government illustrate these 3 Islands, as the same color as Iran's territory. This fact has been lasting for 
many years. 
4) There are too many books, magazines and letters which all are indicating of Iran's rights on the described 
Islands. (Tabarsa, ibid, 1034-39) 
5) The Naval force of the USA requested Iran to have temporary hydrograph base in Abu Musa and Siri Islands. 
6) Iran's battle (cruiser) Palang, and its helicopters, have visited these islands for many times. 
7) Most inhabitants of Abu Musa own identity certificates and background registration of marriage documents 
at Registry of Personal Status Organization in Lengeh port. 
8) The ships (transporting persons, cargo and oil tankers) sailing from Abu Musa, hoist the flag of Iran up to 12 
mile from Iran's seas. 
9) The Tunbs and Abu Musa are given back to Iran as well as Hengam, Siri and Qeshm islands. These islands 
used to be under Britain dominance. 
10) The International Court's view, as the Universal Judicial Trend on similar samples, should be exemplified. 
11) It is noticeable that the ruler of Ra`s al Khaymah gave back Tunb Islands to Iran, but they were recaptured 
and dedicated to the Sheikh in Jan, 1935. 
12) The son of Ra`s al Khaymah's Sheikh demanded huge amount of money from Iran in order to give back the 
Islands. Iran didn't want to buy its own territory.  
13) Iran had negotiations with Britain- the Guardian of the sheikhdoms - in 1971. On those days the UK was 
considered as a super power; therefore, if there were imposition and pressure, they were from Great Britain. 
14) The UAE on a complaint which was distributed among representatives in the UNSC, on December 3rd, 
1971, on a paragraph says about imposed aspect of the agreement and on the other paragraph asks Iran to 
perform its duty. Based on the principle: allegans contraria non est audindus, statements of the party who 
makes contradictory speech is not valid to be listened to. 
15)  While taking back the islands, there were two British battle cruisers –Eagle and Albiyon- sailing around 
without showing any reactions, furthermore, Iranian forces were welcomed by Sharjeh ruler's brother in Abu 
Musa. 
16) Iran has thousand year historical background in the Persian Gulf islands, while UAE was founded in 1971. 
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17) All the representatives of the countries who were present at the session of UNSC especially the 
representative of the USA, supported Iran decisively. Why did the representative of the Soviet Union, the 
symbol of socialism, with having specific relations with Iraq and South Yemen, support Iran? 
18) The representative of Britain in the UNSC declared in the session "The package arranged between Iran and 
Britain on Tunbs and Abu Musa, is a sample of solving territorial problem in the other places of the world." 
(Mojtahedzadeh, Hamshahri Diplomatic, Jan, 2004) 
19) The British occupation of the islands just lasted about 68 years (1903-1971). Comparison to Iran's sovereignty 
on islands before 1903 and after 1971 is not so long. Secondly, since the colonial act of Britain is against 
international law and invalid according to the UN's documents, so British occupation of the islands is futile. 
20) According to the basic principle :"Estopple in Pais", No validity for denial after admission". It means that if 
a government in inside or outside of a Deciding Court assumes a particular stance on an issue or litigation; it 
cannot react against its former stance. This can be one of the reasons of the UNSC decision on the issue. The 
UNSC did not find Iran guilty, didn't confirm Iran's forces to withdraw from the islands and even refused to say 
a positive word for the benefit of complainants. 
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