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ABSTRACT 

 

In the era of globalization, there are about a million land titles are still in the name of deceased owners. The 

statistics in 2012 shows the amount of frozen assets estimated around RM45 billion and this figure is expected 

to increase further. It shows the Muslims in Malaysia are do not well in planning their wealth in serious matter. 

This statistic is alarming and calls for an urgent need in solving the problem of unclaimed inheritance among 

Muslim in Malaysia. A previous study has prove the large number of Muslims does not prepared for their 

wassiyah. This may due to the lack on awareness among them on writing wassiyah. Hence, this study was 

conducted to explore a several factors which can trigger the Muslim awareness on writing wassiyah. This study 

had been tested a factor such as knowledge, religiosity, wasiyyah writing providers, perception and financial 

condition with the awarenss. The study will using a survey for gather a data and based on quantititave method. 

A correlation  analysis was conducting to examine the relationship between independent and dependant variable. 

From the result, it shows the knowledge and wassiyah writing providers has a significant impact on Muslim 

awarenss  in writing wassiyah. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

A will can be define as a form of declaration and intention of making it of the matters of individu wishes to 

take effect after death until it revocable. According to [13], will is a legal document which enables a person to 

determine their property distribution upon demise . 

In Islam, will is called as wassiyah.It derived from the Arabic term which is “wass” mean connecting or 

delivering [9]. In other explaination, it connects or delivers someone’s goods deeds during his or her life time to 

be rewarded later after his demise. Wassiyah is represent the assignment of wealth after death to some 

beneficiaries of choice. It constitutes the statement of a muslim in which they plan on their wealth distribution to 

heirs after death. 

Nowadays, a society is lack of awareness on their wealth planning. Due to this, it will lead to distribution 

according to the laws of inheritance. However, the dying person may wish to give monetary benefit to specifiv 

person other than legal heirs or maybe to charitable instituitions which are not covered in the law of inheritance. 

For all such situations, Islam has prescribed the system of wassiyah or will where individu is able to distributre 

one-third of his resources to such persons who are not included in inheritance or otherwise desires to increase 

the share to relative. 

A dying person will have obligations of this world and the obligations to the Creator Allah (s.w.t.). Apart 

from the above situations, a dying person should either discharge his financial obligations to others if possible or 

state it in the will to be paid off. Likewise, any obligations to Allah like missed salaat, missed fasting, 

unperformed Hajj etc. should be written in the will and proper arrangement be made by the surviving family 

members to taken care of the same.  

 

Ibn ‘Umar reported that the Prophet pbuh said: 

“It is not rightful for a Muslim person, if he has anything to bequeath, that he sleeps two consecutive nights 

without having his will written with him.” 

 

This hadith has further stressed the importance of a will in Muslims’ life. Since before, during the era of 

Prophet pbuh, will writing have been a custom that been practiced among Muslim in that era. Until now, the 

importance of will is still relevant. However, the practice of writing wasiyyah is no longer emphasized among 

Muslims nowadays. This is what leads to the improper management of wealth after death also contribute to the 

number of unclaimed inheritance. Lack of awareness on the importance of writing wasiyyah maybe one of the 
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reason to this problem. This paper will be exploring the factors affecting public awareness on writing wasiyyah 

among Muslims. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

Public Awareness 

In Malaysia, most of the muslim did not keep important of estate planning. There are also those who are 

still skeptical in preparing a wasiyyah. Generally, the awareness and practice of wasiyyah among Malaysian 

Muslims are not very widely. The reasons why this matter is of less concern because most people see it as a 

succession planning that is sensitive because it is closely related to the death [2]. 

Majority of the muslim did not exposed to the method of distribution of wealth based on Faraid. They also 

do not know that will writing is encouraged in Islam [14]. In [11] explained that a large number of Muslims in 

Malaysia do not assume the estate planning and wealth management is important and some of them are not well 

prepared their wassiyah. In fact, majority of the muslims in Malaysia still not write up and prepared their 

wassiyah for future. 

In [4] identified 90% of Muslims in Malaysia proven that they do not have will. This is because their level 

of awareness on the significance of will is somewhat very low. In [3] explained most of the muslims did not 

aware about the importance of wassiyah preparation before death.Usualyy, wassiyah will take place after the 

event of death. If the person is die without having a wassiyah, so the property will be distributed by the related 

body according to Islamic law (faraid). In Al Quran, it clearly states the importance of distribution of deceased 

muslim by wasiat. This is because, by having a wasiat, the testator can ensure his or her property is well 

distributed according to his or her wish. 

 

Knowledge 

In [17] had state that nowadays, Muslim society have less understanding about Islamic inheritance laws, 

despite from their background, profession or which sectors there are from. There are also those Muslims who 

have a plan on their wealth management [5], but it is not accordance with Islamic wealth distribution. 

In [13] found most of Muslim society has little knowledge on Wasiyyah due to poor knowledge 

dissemination and promotion. Thus, it is suggested that all organizations involved in property management to 

fully participate in delivering the knowledge about Wasiyyah and its benefits.  

In addition, majority of Muslim in Malaysia are not well disclosed the knowledge and important information 

to write wassiyah hence it will lead to decrease their interest to write it. Another reason also because they did not 

know the significant of wassiyah in property planning management. Moreover, even they have a knowledge and 

information, but some of them are still refuse to write up a wassiyah [11]. 

According to [2], it found that some of the individu are favourable to write up a wassiyah if they have a full 

knowledge on it where contradict with those who have infusfficient knowledge will tend to do inverse attitude 

towards writing wassiyah. 

 

Religiosity 

 In islam, all the muslims are encouraging to write a wassiyah and practices in teaching of his or her 

life.Muslims are not allowed to leaving a wassiyah [2]. Eventhough, wassiyah is importance in islam and 

constructed as practise in islam, but from the findings found by [2], it shows the religiousity factor is not a 

predictor influencing the wassiyah practice among muslim. 

One of previous research had cited that, in light of the religiosity factor. In [8] found that religiosity is an 

important indicator of charitable giving, in which it givessignificant impact to the probability of making a 

charity bequest. This shows some positive and significant relationship between religiosity and wasiyyah 

practices. 

 

Wasiyyah Writing Providers  

Instituitional also be considered as important player in encourage the muslim to writing a wassiyah. In [12] 

explained the instituitional must be aggressive and play their roles to encourage the practice of wassiyah among 

muslims.This point was supported by [2] who explained by knowing a wassiyah wiring provider will influence 

the individu attitude to making a wassiyah, 

The issue rise up from the institutions is the existence of complicated law and regulations that contribute to 

decrease the interest of individu to writing a wassiyah. This has led to overlapping powers and responsibilities 

of these organizations. Therefore, an heir of the deceased may be confused by the complexity of law and 

procedures which may affect their decision to claim the estate [1]. This can also be reflected to the decision of 

making wasiyyah 
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Perception on Wasiyyah Practices  

According to [12], there were also an influential role of Malaysian Muslims perception towards wealth 

planning distribution towards the issue of frozen assets. Perception is very importance because it will lead to 

channel the individu attidue to the positive site. A few of the scholars argued the importance of perception 

towards making a wassiyah because they said in order to create a positive perception, knowledge and 

information must be created to lead the individu perception. 

 

Financial Condition  

Household income, liquid assets holdings, value of non liquid asset holdings, amount of inheritance and self 

employment status can be considered as an importance predictor towards intention to writing a wassiyah [6]. In 

[7] in his study found the income are positively related to the household income and has a positive effect to 

wiring bequest. 

In [4] study on the adoption of wasiyyah, they determine an individual’s financial status either income or 

wealth has no effect on the probability of making bequests while the children’s income is positively and 

significantly associated with the probability of intending unequal transfers. 

Finding from [16] indicate that expected bequests vary with cumulated parental earnings in the United 

States, West Germany and the United Kingdom. The relationship between lifetime income and expected 

bequests is influenced by the degree of wealth annuitization in that particular country. The higher degree of 

wealth annuitization among the elderly, the weaker is the relationship between lifetime income and expected 

bequests. 

METHODOLOGY 

 

The research was conducted by using questionnaires and distributed to the Muslims at Kota Tinggi area. It 

was to identify the public awareness on writing wasiyyah and the factors affecting the public awareness which 

are knowledge, religiosity, writing providers, perception and also financial condition. The respondents were 

Muslims who lives at Kota Tinggi, Johor area. The questionnaires were distributed and were then collected after 

the respondent answers all questions. The model was tested using survey data from 100 respondents since the 

total questionnaires were about 100 questionnaires. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

Demographic Profile 

Table 1: Demographic profile 
Demographic Profile Category Frequency Percentage (%) 

Gender Male 25 25 

Female 75 75 

Monthly income RM1000 and below 25 25 

RM1001-RM2999 38 38 

RM3000-RM4999 29 29 

RM5000 and above 8 8 

Estimated value of total assets RM50,000 and below 62 62 

RM50,001-RM100,000 20 20 

RM100,001-RM500,000 13 13 

RM500,001 and above 5 5 

 

Table 1 shows the demographic profile of respondents. As stated in the table, there are 100 number of 

respondents consists of 25% male and 75% female. For monthly income, most of the respondent (38%) has an 

income between RM1001-RM2999 and only 8% has an monthly income RM5000 and above. Moreover, 

majority of the respondent (62%) has a value of total assets RM50,000 and below. About 20% has value of total 

assets between RM50,0001 to RM100,000. The rest of respondent has a total value of asset RM100,001 to 

RM500,000 (13%), RM500,001 and above (5%). 

 

Reliability Analysis 

Table 2: Reliability analysis 
Variables Number of 

Item 

Cronbach’s 

Alpha 

knowledge 6 0.60 

Religiosity 6 0.87 

Wasiyyah provider 6 0.58 

Perception 6 0.62 

Financial 6 0.87 

Public awareness 6 0.65 
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The reliability analysis for each measure was examined by computing its Cronbach Alpha. The reliability of 

measure indicated the stability and consistency of the instruments in measuring concept and helps to assess the 

goodness of measure [15]. In [15] also suggested that the minimum acceptable reliability is 0.60. 

To test the internal consistency of the measurement instruments, the reliability analysis was conducted on the 

factors. For the purpose of this study, a minimum acceptability of 0.6 was set. It can be observed that each of the 

reliability coefficients ranges from 0.60 to 0.87 which concurs with [10], and thus all the variables in this study 

were considered as valid. 

 

Multiple Regression Analysis 

Table 3: Multiple regression analyis 
Variables Beta T-Value P-Value 

constant  2.350 0.021 

knowledge 0.165 1.789 0.077 

Religiosity 0.078 0.971 0.334 

Wassiyah provider 0.575 5.845 0.000 

Perception -0.130 -1.543 0.126 

Financial 0.041 0.522 0.603 

Adjusted R2  0.421  

R2  0.450  

 

Regression analysis was used in this study to measure how many percent the dependent variable can be 

explained by the independent variables.  

Table 3 shows that the R square is 0.450. The adjusted R square is 0.421. This implies that all the 

independent variables explain 42.1% of the variance in dependent variable. Another 57.9% of the variance in the 

dependent variable is not explained by the independent variables in this study. This indicates that there are other 

independent variables which are not included in this study and could actually further strengthen the regression 

equation. 

The beta value of knowledge is 0.165, followed by religiosity (0.078), financial condition (0.041), 

perception on wasiyah (-0.130) and wasiyah writing provider (0.575). The results suggest that wassiyah writing 

providers has the highest impact on the perception on writing wasiyah. 

In addition to this, only one out of five variables which is wasiyah service provider is significant predictor  

on the perception of writing wasiyah. The other variables are not shows the significant impact on depent 

variable. 

CONCLUSION  

 

The findings of this study showed all five dimensions (knowledge, perception, wasiyah service provider, 

financial condition and religiosity) can be use to predict the perception on writing wasiyah. However, the 

findings also suggest that wasiyah service provider is the most significant influence the perception on writing 

wasiyah. 

Several implications can be derived from this study. Firstly, it can assist the related body or instituitions to 

promoting on writing wasiyah. Since wasiyah is very important because it will ensure the property will distribute 

to the right person according to died person wishes. Hence, the related body or instituitions can aggressively 

promoting on writing wasiyah to the public in order to make them aware with the importance of it. In other way, 

the research also can contribute to the dearth of literature and contribute to knowledge. 
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